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Spring calendar

11
14
17
21
22
25
28

41,18
6
6
10, 17
16, 23, 30
22

il

4

4,5
1,3,56,8

March
First Friday for volunteers
Family walk
Xeriscape gardening
Project Wet
Ecology Club begins
Project Wet
House plant workshop
Ecology Club

April
Ecology Club continues
First Friday for volunteers
Night sky
Wildlife Watchers series
Young Explorers Series
Clearwater Sail

May
Wildlife Watchers cont.
First Friday for volunteers
Garden Club Flower Show
Bird walks

10, 12, 13,19

More bird walks

1, 8,15, 22,29

7,14, 21
12
20

Sunset hikes

Young Explorers cont.
Scavenger hunt
Nature Day

Honey bee
help needed

We need a new bee keeper to
maintain our two honey bee hives. If
you have bee keeping knowledge, we
could use your volunteer help. Or if
you have an interest in learning about
honey bees, we will send you to the
Rutgers University beekeeping course.
Call our office for more information.

What we saw
this winter

Deer, palm warblers, a turkey on
thanksgiving, great blue heron, king-
fisher, northern short tailed shrew,
skunks, Carolina wrens, 23 bird species
and 442 individual birds on the
Christmas bird count including 97
juncos, 93 morning doves, 3 red-tailed
hawks, 9 downy woodpeckers and 3
fox sparrows.

Welcome to 13
new members

David Cavanaugh, Valeria Cordoba,
Jean Greenfield, Arnold Kronfeld,
Drew Lehman, Asbed and Sosy
Marashian, Daniel and Susan
Newman, Ivan Radetich, Ronald and
Pammela Ranaldi, Douglas and Maria
Salmon, David and Debra Sweet, Alisa
Weinrib, Joel and Judy Weinstein.

Thanks to our friends

Don McNeil and Matt Kurac for
helping at the Christmas bird
count, Judy Scanlan, Carolyn
Stenzel, Mona Gold, Joan Nunnery,
Mercer O’Hara for help at Open
House, Don McNeil and Margo
Moss, Gallya Gordon for program
assistance, Marie Karanfilian for
counting the birds at Project
Feederwatch. A special thanks to
our neighbor Allyson Powers
Johnson for doing a litter clean-up
at Flat Rock as part of Wellesley
College’s day of service last fall.

Job openings

Two full-time paid summer job
openings are available at Flat Rock
Brook. We are seeking a summer
camp teacher Monday to Friday 9
am to 4 pm from mid-June to mid-
August to develop the curriculum
and teach our nature camp for chil-
dren in first through seventh grades.
We are also seeking a summer park
ranger five days a week from the end
of May through August to assist with
park maintenance. The ranger must
be available to work weekends. Call
the office for more information.

Wish List

Computer Pentium I, taxidermy
specimens, Snow blower (2 stage,
wheel drive), mailing machines

Other groups meet
at Flat Rock Brook

Many groups sponsor programs at
Flat Rock for adults on various envi-
ronmental and other topics. Many pro-
grams are free to the general public.
There are fees for classes. Call the per-
son listed for information on dates and
topics: Bergen County Audubon
Society, Ken Witkowski 973-208-
9808; Bergen Count Mineralogy and
Paleontology Society, Gerry Nissman
201-568-8190; N.J. Sierra Club,
North Jersey group, Tom Morris 201-
489-9321; Ramapo Orchid Society,
Morty Kostetsky 201-944-1114; N.Y.
Botanic Garden courses, see page 2;
Watercolor painting classes, Cochet Art
Studio 201-871-3765; Poetry and
prose writing classes, Jane Weishaus
201-595-1637.

Remember Flat Rock
Brook in your will

A bequest is a provision in your
will that will help provide financial
security for your family, friends and
causes close to your heart. \We hope you
will consider making a bequest to the
Flat Rock Brook Nature Association. A
bequest of any size can help ensure that
future of the Nature Center by enhanc-
ing its endowment fund. Please call
Flat Rock’s director Madeline Dennis at
567-1265 for more information.
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The Eastern chipmunk emerges again
in spring.

Nature Day
Festival arrives
May 20

The 16th annual Nature Day
Spring Festival arrives on Sunday;,
May 20 at the Flat Rock Brook
Nature Center bringing exciting pro-
grams and interactive exhibits along
with nature crafts, stories and games.
There will be the ever popular canoe
rides on Quarry Pond, extra-special
nature hikes, face painting, live ani-
mal shows, and much more. Smokey
the Bear will be at Nature Day, as
well as some clowns and even
Mother Goose might show up.
Nature toys and gifts can be found at
the gift shop and live birds, bees, rep-
tiles and amphibians will be on
hand. There will be kosher food, ice
cream and soft drinks and plenty of
sunshine. The Nature Day commit-
tee, chaired by Joan Nunnery; is still
working on the details and they wel-
come any suggestions for new pro-
grams and exhibits (call the Center
office or email us at frona@aol.com).
We will have Nature Day rain or
shine although some outdoor activi-
ties may be canceled if it rains.
Admission is $3.00 for adults and
$1.00 for children with an hourly
door prize and coupons for discounts
on Flat Rock's many other programs.
Members, be sure to watch for your
special invitation in the mail with all
the details.

SMOKE!

Flat Rock Executive Director Madeline
Dennis and Smokey Bear at Nature Day.

The Land
Stewardship
Committee -
Managing the
green oasis

The Land Stewardship
Committee of the Flat Rock Brook
Nature Association has direct over-
sight for the management of our
150 acres of publicly accessible land.
The work of the committee is car-
ried out by a corps of extraordinari-
ly dedicated volunteers and Flat
Rock's professional staff. Recently
the committee members have been
busy formulating management plans
and conducting research to preserve
and improve this precious natural
land for which we are responsible.
The committee reports often to
FRB's Board of Trustees for
approval on its recommendations.

From its inception Flat Rock
Brook has had as one of its major
objectives land maintenance for
public use. Maintenance of our
much-used trails continues to be a
significant committee focus. For the
surrounding community trail
upkeep is of prime importance since
they provide access to beautiful
views and a quiet green oasis. The
other objective of our Nature
Association is the management of
the 150-acre natural habitat as a
natural area for the benefit of the
native plants and wildlife. Balancing
the goals of public use and habitat
preservation is a major challenge.

The committee's activities are
constantly evolving because of new
problems and concerns. Two years
ago, Hurricane Floyd caused signifi-
cant flooding and the subsequent
washing-out of two bridges across
the brook in the picnic area. The
loss of these bridges denied park vis-
itors access to our trails. Over a sin-
gle weekend, engineering students
from NL.J. Institute of Technology
together with committee members,
supervised by Flat Rock Trustee and
Englewood's engineer, Ken Albert
and Professor Ed Dauenheimer,
constructed a new bridge. The proj-
ect was financed by the Nature
Association and the City of
Englewood.

The overflow of the brook dur-
ing the unusual storm should not
mask more general concerns for
Jones Road itself. For decades the
brook slowly has been eroding its
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banks just east of Jones Road and
soon threatens to undercut the road-
way. During the coming two years
we plan to reroute a small section of
the brook to cut down on water ero-
sion and thereby diminish its impact
on Jones Road. As part of this effort,
we will need to stabilize the brook’s
banks after rerouting using new bio-
engineering approaches. The bio-
engineering project would integrate
structural and vegetative techniques
to protect the banks, maintain the
capacity of the channel, reduce sedi-
ment loads that cause downstream
damage, and protect and enhance
water quality. The City of
Englewood shares our concerns
about Jones Road, and we plan to
reach out to volunteers to complete
this bioengineering project.

Before we embark on this stream
re-route and bank stabilization, we
plan to continue the transformation
of the picnic area. In the past we
have renovated the bathroom facili-
ties there and removed playground
equipment that had outlived its use-
fulness. Within a year we expect to
create an unusual nature playground
area which will be fun for the chil-
dren who use it and which also will
serve as an educational tool to stim-
ulate their appreciation of our natu-
ral surroundings. Funds for this
project are being raised from foun-
dations and supportive individuals.

So far we have raised only half the
funding needed and we invite con-
tributions. The playground design
plans are posted for viewing at the
Center's building.

We also have responsibility for
the Nature Center's waterways and
watershed: the brook, vernal wetland
pools, two ponds and the two dams
which retain the pond waters.
Currently we plan an engineering
assessment of the structural viability
of these dams. Over the years the
man-made MacFadden's Pond along
the brook is silting up due to erosion
caused by rapid and heavy upstream
flow during storms. For some time
the committee has considered the
issues, pro and con, for creating a
narrow channel in the pond to
enhance water flow or alternatively
study the changing pond as it
becomes a marshy wetland or even
dredging the pond to have a more
open body of water. We continue to
explore the biological advantages and
disadvantages of these alternative
management choices.

The summer issue of the Flat
Rock Brook News will several cur-
rent research projects and wildlife
studies now under way at Flat Rock.

— Ralph Schiller, Chair, Land
Stewardship Committee

Visit our website at
www.flatrockbrook.org



